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Capt. Michael Davis and Cmdr.
Robert Hennegan were presented the
Vice Adm. James Stockdale Award for
Inspirational Leadership during a cere-
mony here, Oct. 23.

Vice Adm. James Stockdale presented
the two officers with the award that
bears his name. Davis earned the honor
for his service in the Atlantic Fleet as
commanding officer of USS Samuel B.
Roberts (FFG 58). Hennegan earned it
for his leadership as commanding offi-
cer of USS Buffalo (SSN 715) in the
Pacific Fleet.

“We face plenty of challenges in our
Navy today,” said Adm. Vern Clark,
Chief of Naval Operations. He added
that, highest among those challenges
was good leadership.

“When I look across the spectrum, it
strikes me that the need for outstanding
leadership has never been greater than
it is today,” Clark said.

Clark noted that the Navy by necessi-
ty expects a lot from those selected to
command.

“We all understand that we place spe-
cial trust in the individuals that we give
the opportunity to command the young
men and women of our Navy,” Clark
said.

Stockdale award winners represent
those who have met the challenge and
excelled, said Clark.

“These two young Americans are go-
ing to join an illustrious list of individ-
uals who have been recognized by our
Navy for their outstanding leadership,”

said Clark.
Stockdale, who earned a Medal of

Honor for his leadership of U.S. prison-
ers of war in the infamous “Hanoi
Hilton” prison camp in Vietnam, spoke
of what he was looking for when he
wrote up the award’s eligibility guide-
lines 20 years ago.

“In a nutshell, I was looking for the
top two O-5-rank commanding officers
to be honored each year for their lead-
ership performance as commanding of-
ficers,” Stockdale said. One would be se-
lected from the Atlantic Fleet, and one
from the Pacific. “I wanted the award re-
cipients to be right at the jumping-off
point for distinguished careers. From
experience, I knew that the COs of sea-
going commands were the perfect pools
for aspiring senior leaders.”

Clark added that the uniqueness of
the award lies in the nomination
process. A fellow commanding officer
must be the one who recommends the
commander for the award.

“The decision was made that the re-
cipients of this award would always be
nominated by a peer,” Stockdale ex-
plained. “What a great way to do this.”

“It always makes me feel safer when
the Stockdale award contenders list
comes out each spring, knowing that
each of the men on the list had a friend
who laid his reputation on the line, com-
mitting himself to the proposition that
‘He is at least as good and maybe a bet-
ter man than I,’” said Stockdale.

According to Hennegan, he shared the
award with all of the Sailors aboard
Buffalo.

“It really does not reflect directly on
me, but on the terrific team I had work-
ing for me out there on USS Buffalo,”
Hennegan said. “The dedication of 140
Sailors on USS Buffalo is what made it
happen, and you will not find a finer
group of warfare professionals out
there.” 

Davis echoed Hennegan’s comments.
“I was fortunate to receive the

supreme reward of being given the op-
portunity to command the finest frigate
in the best Navy of the greatest country
in the world,” Davis said.

“During my 20 months in command, I
never went to work - I went to my pas-
sion.”

Davis recalled the ship’s motto as he
accepted the award. “There is ‘No
Higher Honor’ than to accept it on be-
half of the Sammy B. family,” he said.

Davis is under orders to USS George
Washington (CVN 73) to serve as the
ship’s reactor officer. Hennegan has
been selected for promotion to captain,
and is working on the staff of the deputy
Chief of Naval Operations as Head,
Submarine Acquisition and
Maintenance Section.

Past awardees have included recipi-
ents from the surface warfare, aviation
and submarine communities. Of the 40
that have been selected over the years,
five have risen to flag rank.

All qualifying commanding officers
are encouraged to nominate deserving
peers. Details may be found in OPNAV
Instruction 3590.23D, “The Vice
Admiral James Bond Stockdale
Leadership Award.”
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Stockdale award winners credit
crewmembers for honor
By CNO Public Affairs

USS Russell Sailors excel in
retention, golf reenlistment game
(Above) FC2 Lance Minchew of USS Russell (DDG 59) takes
the oath of office, administered by Systems Test Officer Lt. j.
g. Dwayne “Skip” Ruffner, at the Navy/Marine Corps Golf
Course Oct. 20. As part of his reenlistment request, Minchew
asked his commanding officer, Cmdr. Robert W. Winsor (far
left), executive officer, Lt. Cmdr. James Vitha (far right) and
Ruffner to play a round of golf with him. Minchew handily beat
all three officers.  

(Right) Rear Adm. Robert T. Conway (right), Commander Navy
Region Hawaii/Surface Group Middle Pacific, presents
Commander in Chief Pacific Fleet’s 1999 Retention
Excellence Award to PNC(SW/AW) Lewis Ilek (left)  and
Cmdr. Robert W. Winsor, USS Russell commanding officer.
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HMCS Diego Gonzales (left) and Lt.j.g Cynthia Keating both from USS Port Royal (CG 73), pose with their commanding officer, Capt. R.C Easton as overall winners of the
Commander, Naval Surface Group Middle Pacific (COMNAVSURGRU MIDPAC). SM2 Ed Peavy, from the USS Lake Erie (CG 70) participates in the “Sea Story” competition
of the Surface Line Week events. Peavy placed third in the event aiding his, team to an overall second place finish in the event. 

Surface Line Week concludes 
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